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From the Pastor

August Calendar


4-Thursday, 10:00
am, St. Mark Bible
Study



11-Thursday, 10:00
am, St. Mark Bible
Study



13-Saturday, 7:00
pm, Oak Grove Pavilion Music



14-Sunday, after
service, St. Mark
Council



18-Thursday, 10:00
am, St. Mark Bible
Study



25-Thursday, 10:00
am, St. Mark Bible
Study



27-Saturday, 7:00
pm, Oak Grove Pavilion Music



28-Sunday, St. Mark
Homecoming 10:30,
Joint Service

After worship on August 7, I will be leaving for New Orleans, as one of two
clergy representatives of the Virginia Synod at the ELCA Church-wide
Assembly. The duties of those attending Church-wide Assembly are:
* Review the work of the church-wide officers, and for this purpose require and receive reports from them and act on business proposed by
them.
* Review the work of the church-wide units, and for this purpose require
and receive reports from them and act on business proposed by them.
* Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies.
* Establish church-wide policy.
* Adopt a budget for the church-wide organization.
* Elect officers, board members, and other persons as provided in the constitution or bylaws.
* Establish church-wide units to carry out the functions of the churchwide organization.
* Have the sole authority to amend the constitution and bylaws.
* Fulfill other functions as required in the constitution and bylaws.
* Conduct such other business as necessary to further the purposes and
functions of the church-wide organization.
Whew! In addition to all that, we will be talking about the 500th anniversary
of the Lutheran Reformation which will take place in 2017, we will worship
together, we will meet and sit with the voting members of our companion synod, Southwest Minnesota and we will attend a variety of workshops. The ones
I have signed up for are From Slavery to Black Lives Matter; Pursuing Peace in
the World; and Exploring New Orleans Cuisine.
I will bring back resources and ideas for us to use in the next months and years
(sorry, I don't think I'll have room in my suitcase for beignets or jambalaya.)

In Christ,
Pastor Linda
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“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Oak Grove Pavilion
Summer Music Schedule
6/4 Whitetop Mountain Band
6/25 The Kind
7/9 Stone Canyon
7/23 Community Supported
Music
8/13 Awesomesauce
8/27 Seph Custer
September Benefit for Christmas
for Children and Silver Bells with
Scott Perry and Shades of Blue
Shows begin at 7 pm
Donations collected

Happy Birthday

Matthew 18:20

Happy Anniversary

1-Paula Harris

3-Jane and Ed White

2-Sherrell Poff

26-Judy and Billy Weitzenfeld

5-Marjory Wells

31-Marjory and Randall Wells

15-Nii Anang
16-Kristen Crawford
18-Taylor Arno
20-Amelia Chrisman
24-Vickie Sowers
26-Jack LeRoy
27-Harry Hill
29-Rhonda Daiber
30-Jean Harman
31-Joy Moore
31-Amanda Spangler

Zion Homecoming—Sept. 18
St. Mark Homecoming-August 28
Joint Services
With potlucks after the service
Continued…….
Further, we are concerned about the role race and racism is playing
across the nation as we prepare for this year's national elections. This is a time for race
and racism to be confronted, not avoided. The Council of Bishops of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church has invited the presumptive nominees of both major political parties to
address the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, July 12th in
Philadelphia, PA. At this meeting we ask them to address their position on race and racism,
equal opportunity, immigration and how they would heal and bring the nation together. It
is our hope that both candidates would accept this invitation and speak to these issues.
We also lift in our prayers and thoughts the families of those who lost loved ones, and
those who were injured in the mass shooting in Orlando, Florida on Sunday. This mass
shooting, the largest in American history, like the shooting at Mother Emanuel is another
reminder of the need to act against hate, racism and the need to reform gun laws. Because of our failure to act, mass shootings due to hate, racism and domestic terrorism have
become commonplace.
Let us continue to pray, believe and act, with the hope that in our lifetimes, we will
become, "one nation under God, with liberty and justice for all."

Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church

Council Members
St. Mark
Jean Harmon
Laura LeRoy
Billy Motley, President
Beth Smith
Vickie Sowers
Zion
BJ Bauermeister
Michael Daiber
Bill Gardner, President
Marty Holliday
Jack Wall
Tom King
Marjorie Wells
Joint Council
Vickie Sowers,
President

"Faith. It does not make things easy, it makes them possible.”

Luke 1:37

Our Bishop Wanted You To Read This……
My Sisters and Brothers,
Grace and peace to all of us in these troubled days. Below please read the statement from our African Methodist Episcopal colleagues (AME) on the anniversary of the killings at Mother Emmanuel church a year ago.
Jim

The Council of Bishops—African Methodist Episcopal Church
Statement in Commemoration of Mother Emanuel AME Church Shooting
June 17, 2015 is a day in which the nation and the world was shocked and traumatized as nine parishioners, including the pastor
of Mother Emanuel AME Church, Charleston, South Carolina were killed, as they participated in Bible Study. They warmly welcomed
a visitor, Dylann Roof, into their midst to study the Word of God. They did not suspect that visitor, was actually a racist, who justified
his demonic act by declaring he was doing it because, "you are taking over our country." One year later, the shock and trauma of
this shooting still remains with the families who lost loved ones, leaving an aching void that time will never fill, with Mother Emanuel
Church, with a nation which is reluctant to act or remains in denial about how pervasive racism is among us, and the world, which
believed that the United States had put hatred and racism behind us.
One year later, racism remains the number one domestic issue
facing this nation. The mindset of this shooter, and many others in this country, that "you are taking over our country" must be acted
upon and confronted. How polarizing and hateful these words are. "You", meaning minorities and others are separate, un-American,
foreigners in this country. And "our" inferring the United States belongs to "whites." The tragedy that occurred at Mother Emanuel
AME Church is not the only instance where lives have been lost or people hurt because of this mindset. Some seek to justify this mindset calling it "nationalism", but whatever it is called, it the end result is the same, racism. Tragically and alarmingly, this mindset has
become a common occurrence around the nation. It is not coincidence that we first heard this cry with the election of the nation's first
black president in 2008, and we hear inferences and references to it in the national dialogue and discussion about immigration,
employment, economic opportunity and religion. It is even more troubling that this thinking, and pitting people against each other on
the basis of race and religion, is being fanned during this current election campaign.
This mindset is that minorities, or those considered foreigners are taking the jobs and opportunities that Americans (whites) are
entitled to, that eleven million people, predominantly Mexicans and other Hispanics should be deported, and that Muslims, because
of their religion, should not be allowed in the United States. "Liberty and justice" and opportunity, are not intended for all, only for
certain Americans, and that Affirmative Action is unconstitutional.
The Council of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church believes that this environment requires the church and the faith
community, to be at our best, and that means to act and assert leadership. It should not be that those nine faithful believers at Mother Emanuel Church and countless others, black, white, brown and others, across the country that have lost their lives, or are discriminated against, because of racism are in vain. They cry out for the nation to act, to confront and destroy racism. Our commemoration
of the shooting at Mother Emanuel AME Church must also be our commitment and determination to fight against this sinful, demonic,
and evil that is racism. Our commitment and determination must be not to talk, but to act.
This nation is indebted to the families of the Mother Emanuel Nine who in loss and pain, did not exhibit hatred and anger, but
instead demonstrated the love of God, and declared to Dylann Roof's face, "we forgive you." Their Christian response helped to
calm the nation and deny what this racist hoped to achieve, a race war. Glory to God, for His presence within them.
It is imperative that the nation act against the demonic and evil forces which would divide the nation even more, and seek to turn
back time. The commemoration of the tragedy at Mother Emanuel AME Church provides an opportunity for both action and reconciliation for the nation. The example of the families of the Mother Emanuel Nine, call the nation to reconcile. Reconciliation requires
those who advocate and practice racism to cease, and those who are discriminated against to be willing to forgive. Forgiveness
does not mean we forget, it means I know what you did, but I'm not going to hold it against you. We cannot forgive without the help
of God.
Therefore, the African Methodist Episcopal Church calls upon our sister communions and our interfaith partners to join with us to
lead this nation in the battle against racism. We call upon you to take the following actions:
1.We call upon other communions, particularly our predominantly white communions to join with us in preaching, teaching and condemning racism. Racism is sin and must not be tolerated or ignored. The Black Church must not be the only faith body to denounce
and fight against racism. There are predominantly white communions who have spoken out, but there is a large number who have
been quiet or unengaged on this issue. Faithfulness demands that we speak. The advancement of the kingdom of God on earth requires that we act.
2.Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. decried the fact that Sunday morning is the most segregated time in America, acknowledging that
most of our faith bodies are segregated. It is still shocking that this racist and hateful act took place in a church. The Council of Bishops of the African Methodist Episcopal Church request that clergy across the nation, during the weekend of June 24th to 26th seek a
pulpit exchange with another church or faith body and preach about race, diversity and inclusion. Also arrange for fellowship and
interactions between local congregations. This exchange should be with communion or interfaith organization of a different race or
religion.
3.That local clergy and inter-faith organizations begin discussions with local political leaders on issues of policing, education,
housing and other issues where race is a factor and impacts any group negatively.
Continued on previous page
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Fl oyd W i l l i s L ut her a n Pa r i sh
PO Box 37
Floyd, Virginia 24091
Phone: 540.745.2096
Email: zionstmk@swva.net
St. Mark Lutheran Church
5655 Floyd Hwy South, Willis—Service at 11:15 am
Zion Lutheran Church
135 Needmore Lane, Floyd—Service at 9:30 am

Pastor’s Office hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays
10:00 am—1:00 pm

ALIVE IN CHRIST, CHRIST ALIVE IN US
Check us out on the web at
floydlutherans.weebly.com

Funny Bone

Sunday Servers
Lectors at St. Mark, Zion:
7-Doris McGee, Virgil Sealy
14-Billy Motley, Bill Gardner
21-Brook Smith, Peter Vandenberg
28-Debbie Fullbright, Joint Service

Hosts at Zion:
7-NEED VOLUNTEER
14-Bday– Women of Zion
21-BJ Bauermeister
28-JOINT SERVICE at St. Mark
B-Day/Anniv at St. Mark: Pat Coulehan
Sanctuary, Altar, Flowers: Pat/Jim

Grateful for
church ancestors

Zion Altar Guild: Marty Holliday
Zion Flowers: NEED VOLUNTEER
Zion Greeter: NEED VOLUNTEER
Zion Candle: NEED VOLUNTEER

Sam: What are you bringing to the potluck tomorrow?

Ralph: Well, I don’t know because

Sally is a vegan, Jim is a diabetic, Lisa needs a
kosher dish, Anne has celiac disease, Bob’s allergic to shellfish and Amy gets hives from chocolate.

Sam: Dude, you don’t have to be so

potlucktically correct!

At potlucks all the men have tableware and napkins in their shirt pockets so their full plates are
easier to carry.

Thursday night will be a potluck supper. Prayer
and medication to follow.

Newsletter submissions would be welcome! Email by 20th of each month.

